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EDITORIAL

Working in partnership with our 

stakeholders has always been at the 

core of ESSA’s approach to protecting 

the integrity of sport, consumers and 

regulated betting markets. So I’m very 

pleased that two of our most important 

partners have contributed to this report. 

The first article comes from Tibor 

Navracsics, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, 

Youth and Sport. Match-fixing and protecting the integrity 

of sport has long been a key issue on the Commission’s 

agenda; it has led the way, most notably in its commitment to 

a full and proper engagement with all stakeholders in order 

to deliver workable and effective policies. 

ESSA has engaged in many Commission working groups 

over the years; these have been conducted in an open and 

transparent manner. Here the Commission’s pursuit of 

evidence-based policies and reports it has commissioned 

into betting integrity have helped to shift the discussion away 

from conjecture to hard facts. That policymaking approach is 

essential for effective action to address match-fixing and the 

Commission is here a world leader.

As Commissioner Navracsics, rightly points out, the 

European Commission has also provided vital funding for 

player education programmes, not least co-financing a 

project that ESSA and the wider regulated betting sector 

initiated with EU Athletes a few years back. Again, it has led 

the way and continues to do so with a new funding round. It 

is therefore timely that our second article comes from EU 

Athletes General Secretary, Jean-François Reymond. 

We have been working closely with Jean-François and his 

organisation for five years now and this association continues 

to innovate, delivering effective and focused programmes 

that have helped to stem the corrupters and safeguard sport 

and betting markets. Many of the education projects you will 

see initiated by other organisations are based on the core 

components of the EU Athletes programme. 

Again, we are lucky to be working with another leader in 

its field and one that has always been prepared to engage 

with our sector; it has a virtually unmatchable commitment, 

knowledge and expertise.

ESSA looks forward to a continuing to work with both of 

these important organisations and to meeting our common 

objective goal which is, quite simply, to drive the corrupters 

out of sport and regulated betting markets. For now, I thank 

them both for their valuable contributions to this report, 

which I am sure you will find interesting reading. 

Mike O’Kane

ESSA Chairman 



ESSA’S INTEGRITY FIGURES FOR Q3 2015

ESSA members raised 73 alerts in the third quarter of 2015. After detailed 

examination, 18 were found to be suspicious and reported to the relevant 

regulatory body for further investigation. At the time of writing, one case 

remained unresolved. Tennis again constituted the highest number of suspicious 

alerts (72%), reflecting a worrying trend identified in Q1 and Q2. 

During this quarter, ESSA was an active participant at the high-level UNESCO 

event preparing an action plan for sports ministers to adopt at MINEPS VI (June 

2017) and the European Commission’s expert working group on match-fixing. 

In addition, multiple meetings were held with representatives of governmental 

policymaking and regulatory bodies. ESSA also extended its integrity network 

and collaboration with the sports sector, signing an information sharing 

agreement with Hockey England.

ESSA represents many of the world’s biggest regulated sports betting 

operators, serving over 40 million consumers in the EU alone, and is continually 

reassessing and improving its reporting and early warning systems. Its 

members work together using risk assessment and security protocols to 

identify suspicious betting patterns and have access to an unrivalled body of 

data which it provides to sporting and regulatory authorities. Every year, our 

members invest over €50m in compliance and internal security systems, as 

well as funding other initiatives such as player education programmes.

A betting pattern is deemed unusual or suspicious when it involves unexpected 

activity with atypical bet sizes or volumes that continue even after significant 

price corrections have been made in order to deter such activity in the market. 

A betting pattern is only confirmed as suspicious after ESSA has made detailed 

enquiries with all of its members to eliminate any prospect that the unusual 

patterns could be for legitimate reasons, such as pricing the market incorrectly.
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73 alerts raised, 18 reported to sports bodies
54 unusual but not suspicious alerts
18 suspicious alerts
1 unresolved alert*
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Unusual but not suspicious alerts

Suspicious alerts
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Sport Tennis Football Snooker Greyhound Table Tennis Bowls Badminton     Beach Volleyball

Total of alerts 48 16 3 2 1 1 1 1

Unusual but not 
suspicious alerts

35 11 3 1 1 1 1 1

Suspicious alerts 13 4 1  

Unresolved alert 1

* In the process of being evaluated



FIGHTING MATCH FIXING – A EUROPEAN EFFORT

Tackling the big threats to the integrity 

of sport is one of my priorities as 

Commissioner. The threats that challenge 

sport’s very essence and its place and 

acceptance in society – from racism, 

violence and doping to corruption, bad 

governance and match-fixing. 

The latter is an ever growing and pressing 

problem affecting many Member States 

and various sport disciplines. Match-fixing is not a new 

phenomenon, but the development of the internet has provided 

new opportunities for those seeking to manipulate competitions.  

Though not necessarily linked to sports betting, the growth 

of uncontrolled on-line gambling and unregulated betting on 

sports, combined with the globalisation of sport and the role of 

criminal networks, represents an important challenge.  

The European Commission is working hard to combat match 

fixing, as part of wider efforts to ensure that competitive sports 

are fair and their reputations solid.  With a Communication on 

online gambling tabled in 2012, the European Commission put 

safeguarding the integrity of sport and preventing match-fixing 

on the map as a priority area for the EU. It has since then been 

working  together with Member States and the sport family in 

expert groups to find concrete solutions to questions related to 

gambling services and match-fixing. But the Commission is also 

helping those on the ground, using the Erasmus+ programme 

to finance projects tackling manipulation. And there is more to 

come: a Pilot Project for public-private cooperation in identifying 

sports betting risks will provide further opportunities to develop 

projects addressing match fixing.  

Match-fixing can often be traced to locations beyond EU 

borders, and this international dimension presents its own 

challenges.  Cooperation with international bodies is crucial.  

The Council of Europe Convention to combat the manipulation 

of sports competitions, open for signature since September 

2014, is an important tool in this regard.  One of my first actions 

as Commissioner was to submit a proposal to the Council for 

signature by the EU.  I hope that Member States will find an 

agreement for the EU to sign later this year.

The temptation to cheat will always be there. We need to make 

sure that we catch and punish those who break the rules and 

dismantle the criminal gangs that have built a business on 

match-fixing. This requires many different actors to work 

together - public policy-makers, law enforcement authorities, 

the sport movement and betting operators. I call on all those 

involved to step up their efforts. Sport does not exist in a 

vacuum. It has its place right at the heart of our society. If people 

ever lose their trust, it might be impossible to rebuild. We have 

to act to safeguard the credibility of sports competitions before 

it is too late.  

By Tibor Navracsics,  

Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport 

European Commission



#PROTECT INTEGRITY: ESSA AND EU ATHLETES 
WORKING TOGETHER AGAINST MATCH FIXING

Back in 2010, EU Athletes started an 

innovative partnership with the major 

regulated private betting operators 

through their respective trade 

associations, ESSA, the EGBA and the 

RGA,  to educate sportsmen and -women 

about the dangers of match-fixing. The 

operators provided technical expertise 

and funding; we brought to bear our 

resources in order to reach thousands of professional 

athletes across many European countries and sports.  

Our successful partnership has grown significantly over the last 

five years. This is in part due to Preparatory Action funding from 

the European Commission in 2013-14 but also to the long-term 

commitment of the regulated betting industry.  This has helped to 

substantially expand the reach and effectiveness of the original 

project: last year saw around 15,000 athletes educated on match-

fixing and the tactics of the fixers.

Our approach is based is on a simple, clear but very effective 

message around 5 key concepts: 

• Know the rules 

• Don’t bet on your sport

• Be careful with inside information 

• Fixing any part of a match is a serious offence

• Report anything suspicious 

I am pleased to say that the PROtect integrity project is developing 

new initiatives and tools for players. Earlier this year, we held 

the fourth EU Athletes tutor training seminar which involved  

30 player associations covering 12 countries and 14 sports. This 

included an excellent presentation from Eric Konings, sports 

betting integrity officer at Unibet, who outlined how the betting 

industry detects suspicious and unusual betting patterns. This is 

all vital information for our network of tutors and underlines how 

vital our partnership with the industry is.

The main focus of this year’s conference was the launch of an 

exciting new social media campaign #PROtectIntegrity aimed 

at young players. This promotes the integrity of sport based 

on simple key messages that they can easily understand and 

remember. The campaign supports our dedicated project website 

at www.protect-integrity.com.   

Social media is key to communicating with young athletes in 

particular and we must ensure that our members are aware of these 

new platforms and the integrity tools and support available to them. 

That said, face-to-face education remains the best way to make 

players aware of match-fixing; it is the core of our PROtect Integrity 

campaign. But combining it with regular social media reminders has 

undoubtedly served to enhance our outreach and campaign visibility. 

Looking to the future, EU Athletes and our partners from the 

regulated betting industry have applied for around €500,000 

in funding from the European Commission’s Erasmus+ 

programme. That funding would allow us to continue to develop 

and expand the project to new sports and countries. We hope the 

Commission will continue to support our partnership which has 

more than proven its worth in the fight to protect the integrity of 

professional sport in Europe. 

By Jean-François Reymond,  

General Secretary of EU Athletes
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