
ESSA’S REmit

The European Sports Security Association (ESSA) is a not-for-
profit organisation established in 2005. It represents the integrity 
interests of leading European licensed online sports betting 
operators and also covers over 7,000 UK betting shops. Its 
mandate is simple: to facilitate positive cross-sector partnerships 
and protect operators, their customers and  sporting bodies from 
betting-related corruption. 

ESSA’s members work together using sophisticated risk 
assessment and security protocols to identify suspicious betting 
patterns and have access to an unrivalled body of data, including 
transactional data on who is betting on what. That information 
is then communicated to the relevant authorities and sporting 
bodies where necessary.

ESSA’S intEgRity FiguRES FoR 2012

ESSA’s members offer tens of thousands of sports betting 
markets each week with millions of bets assessed and taken. 
However, our integrity figures for 2012 show that, of the 109 
alerts, only 6 were found to be of sufficient concern for a referral 
to the relevant sporting and regulatory authorities, slightly less 
than 2011 where 8 cases were referred.
  

ESSA alerts in 2012

ESSA’s integrity figures demonstrate the value of the sophisticated 
detection, deterrent and risk assessment protocols our members 
employ. In short, corruptors are generally steering clear of ESSA’s 
well-regulated and vigilant sports betting operators,  because a 
perfect audit trail would be created meaning criminals would be 
leaving a  ‘digital fingerprint’ that would lead back to them.

thE SuccESS oF ESSA

ESSA’s integrity figures demonstrate the value of its policy 
of facilitating positive cross-sector partnerships, which has 
resulted in information sharing agreements with over 20 major 
sports bodies, such as FIFA and the IOC, as well as a number 
of European gambling regulators. ESSA’s approach has been 
particularly successful in driving the criminals away from Europe’s 
highly regulated market, creating a safe and secure environment 
for our customers.

Our expertise is widely valued, and we are currently engaging 
with the IOC, European Commission and Council of Europe 
to explore possible cross-sector transnational approaches to 
addressing match-fixing. Indeed, the licensed betting sector has 
been proactive in this area and the ESSA-supported information 
sharing agreement between the industry and the IOC before the 
2012 London Games is a clear example of that positive cross-
sector collaboration. 

ESSA has also identified player education as a key element in 
this area and is a founder member of the betting industry’s player 
education programme begun in 2010 with EU Athletes. It has 
recently won additional funding from the European Commission 
and will see the project expanded to reach 15,000 players in 10 
sports across 13 European countries between January 2013 and 
June 2014.

Football: 48%
Volleyball: 3%
Boxing: 2%
Pool: 1%

Tennis: 40%
Snooker: 3%
Darts: 2%
Greyhounds: 1%

Table tennis: 3%
Badminton: 3%
Cricket: 2%
Bowls: 1%
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thE FActS About mAtch-Fixing

The reality of modern-day match-fixing is that it is 
conducted on a global scale by sophisticated organized 
crime who target unregulated betting markets, notably in 
Asia.  To manipulate a sporting event, criminals also seek the 
cooperation of corrupt sportspeople and will look for opportunities 
to exploit deficiencies in the governance of sports, notably those 
lacking sufficient rules and enforcement mechanisms and with 
poor financial records. ESSA therefore believes that more action 
is required to identify and address why sportspeople engage in 
corruption.  

For example, a report in 2012 by FIFPro1, the global players’ 
union, found that of 3,357 professional footballers surveyed in 
Eastern Europe, 41.4% did not have their salaries paid on time, 
5.5% had to wait more than 6 months and 2.2% had to wait more 
than a year for their salaries to be paid. This has undoubtedly 
contributed to players being more vulnerable to approaches from 
corrupters.

                                                    Salary Payment 

thE ‘high RiSk’ bEtS myth

There is a growing and unsubstantiated view that match-fixing can 
be addressed by limiting the betting markets offered by licensed 
and regulated operators, and in particular what are termed 
‘high-risk’ bets such as in-play betting. This misunderstands the 
intricacies of the market and consumer behaviour. 

Firstly, corrupters actually seek to manipulate the more 
mainstream markets with higher liquidity, which clearly could not 
be banned, and any attempt to do so would have the undesirable 
effect of pushing consumers towards the unregulated market, 
which is not transparent and would be virtually impossible to 
monitor. 

Secondly, match-fixers bet primarily on the Asian market, which 
is often unregulated and as such is not subject to any restrictions. 
There is no evidence to support limits on regulated betting 
markets, which would be an unjustified restriction on trade, 
based on unsubstantiated integrity grounds.

1 FIFPro Black Book: http://www.fifpro.org/img/uploads/file/FIFPro%20Black%20Book%20East-
ern%20Europe%20WEB%20DOWNLOAD.pdf

 

thE onlinE bEtting myth
There is also a growing view that online betting creates corruption 
in sport. Licensed and regulated online betting has actually 
facilitated increased security for sporting bodies, consumers 
and the licensed betting market. Modern digital technologies 
have allowed us to develop far more efficient and effective anti-
corruption measures, notably customer verification details (KYC) 
and electronic payments.

All regulated online transactions are traceable and operators are 
therefore able to spot, in real time, any irregular betting patterns. 
What we have, via online betting platforms, is access to new 
evidence channels and increased facilities to identify, trace and 
punish those that would seek to corrupt sporting events with 
a view to financially defrauding licensed operators and their 
consumers.    

For the third year in a row, ESSA and the European Gaming and 
Betting Association (EGBA) have been working with EU Athletes 
to educate elite athletes. In April 2011, the campaign was joined 
by the Remote Gambling Association (RGA) and the Professional 
Players Federation (PPF). The education programmes reached 
over 9000 athletes between April 2011- April 2012.

thE WAy FoRWARd

There is growing realisation that there is a need for greater 
cooperation between stakeholders and the establishment of 
betting intelligence units focused on protecting consumers, 
sports and the regulated betting market. However, any solution 
must cover a range of issues; the education of athletes and 
ensuring good sports governance are crucial if corruption is to 
be addressed. 

ESSA also believes that it is important that all operators, 
regardless of size and location, have access to and input into 
a central security network and we are calling on all operators to 
contact ESSA and to discuss the value of expanding our network 
and protecting global regulated betting markets. 

contAct inFoRmAtion
Khalid Ali, Secretary General
European Sports Security Association
ka@eu-ssa.org
www.eu-ssa.org

Paid on time (58.6%)

Paid within 6 months 
(33.7%)

Paid with more than a 
year delay or still waiting 
(2.2%)

Paid with more than 6 
months delay (5.5%)
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